
 



 
7.  IRRRB functions as a Regional Economic Development  Agency.  The 
amendment to the bill clarifies the language to include IRRRB as such. 
 
IRRRB is essentially a regional development agency.  All funds must go to a specified 
area.  The Taconite Tax Relief Area which is essentially the Iron Range, the Aitkin area, 
and the North Shore. 
 
IRRRB is not a permitting agency and does not have any decisions within 
environmental review or the permitting process.  
 
The agency does not have any authority over any environmental review, or any 
regulatory authority over any project.    
 
Actions taken by IRRRB do not influence decisions made by agencies involved in 
environmental review and permitting. 
  
IRRRB has been providing funding for projects, including several that were in 
environmental review, for decades, since the 70’s.   



 
This is not just about mining.  The Tower harbor project is a recent example of another 
project that received financial support prior to any regulatory approval. 
 
The amendment simply clarifies this long standing intent.   
 
It is needed for future agency action. 
 
There is not an issue with this interfering with any lawsuit.   
 
The loan, in this case, was never finalized, because Governor Pawlenty did not sign it 
before he left office.  That is required before any funding approved by IRRRB is final.   
 
The Attorney General has asked that the suit be dismissed.  
 
Regulatory agencies with direct environmental oversights will continue to be 
prohibited from providing incentives. 


